
Chemical and Biological Defense Program (CBDP) Countering Weapons of Mass 
Destruction Graduate Fellowship Program Application 2014 

 
Message to Applicant’s Supervisor 

Dear Supervisor,  
On behalf of the Assistant Secretary of Defense for Nuclear, Chemical, and Biological Defense Programs (ASD(NCB)), 
thank you for your support of this unique developmental program for DoD professionals.  The Countering WMD Graduate 
Fellowship Program is authorized and funded in recognition of  DoD’s extraordinary need to ensure the presence of a 
highly trained cadre of persons equipped to deal with the Nation’s emerging CWMD challenges.  In order for this program 
to succeed, we ask that person you are recommending be someone who: 

• Merits your highest, unqualified recommendation, 
• Has the potential for distinguished future service in support of the Nation’s CWMD goals, 
• Has your support to depart work in time to attend evening classes beginning at 1800, typically two nights per week,  
• Has your support to attend the CWMD Graduate Fellows Colloquium, taught for a period not to exceed 50 hours per 

year during regular business hours (typically once a month on Friday afternoons, once a semester all day Friday, and 
once a year for a two-day seminar all day Thursday and Friday). 

Our historical experience reveals that the vast majority of supervisors who forward recommendations for program 
membership recognize this time investment as a professional development opportunity that few DoD organizations are 
funded to provide and enthusiastically facilitate the program member’s participation in all required activities.  While we are 
aware of the time commitment involved, we also realize that there is no shortcut to the development of genuine subject 
matter expertise and intellectual acumen regarding public policy issues as complex as those associated with WMD.  We 
understand that unanticipated, extraordinary operational requirements occasionally arise in support of National defense 
requirements.  When this happens, we work with affected CWMD Fellows and make every effort to enable them to 
complete the program.  Our commitment to you is that, if you will support this applicant’s full participation in this 
demanding program, you will gain an employee who possesses a truly comprehensive understanding of WMD issues, 
greatly enhanced written communication skills and reasoning skills, and the necessary tools to serve your organization and 
the Nation as a DoD professional. 

Supervisor’s Certification 
I certify that: 
 
1.  I am the applicant’s immediate supervisor. 
2.  I have reviewed the applicant’s application. 
3.  The applicant has discussed with me time commitments required for the program including: 

• The need for an official travel schedule adjusted to facilitate class attendance, 
• Attendance at evening classes, usually two nights per week, 
• Attendance at the CWMD Graduate Fellows Colloquium, taught during regular business hours at National Defense 

University. 
4.  I approve the applicant’s application for and, if selected, full participation in the CBDP Countering WMD Graduate 

Fellowship Program. 
 
 
________________________________   _____________________________   ______________________ 
Signature                                                    Printed name                                        Date 
 
________________________________________________ 
Title 
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